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Adding a New Puppy or Dog to the Family:

Things to consider when making the final decision

1. Family work schedule and other time commitments. 

2. Size of Yard and House: This will be a factor when deciding the best breed/size /personality type. 

3. Remember you will need extra time to train and help your puppy or dog adjust to their new home. Being fully committed to a training program is really important and will pay off big time in the end. Failure to do this can result in potentially serious behavior problems.  It is also very important to make time to walk with your puppy/dog on a daily basis and establish a regular routine. Have all the family members following the same routine and rules so the puppy does not get mixed signals. 
4. The different ages and personalities of all the family members will also be an important factor in selecting the right puppy/dog for your home. 

5. Financial considerations. You will need to budget for the initial series of vaccinations, dewormings and examinations, followed by spaying or neutering. Make sure you can afford these initial expenses along with some extra in case the puppy/dog becomes ill or injured and requires hospitalization. It is much more expensive to treat any disease than to prevent them. 

6. Selecting the right breed for you family. Consider: age, size, personality traits ( hyper, calm, herding breeds, tendency to be aggressive etc), hair coat, grooming needed, compatibility with other pets and children, shedding, and barking. 

7. When you go to look at puppies watch them, from a distance before you pick them up see how they interact with the other puppies, the very assertive puppy will often end up to be dominant, the very shy puppy in the corner will tend to be fearful. When you pick them up look to make sure their eyes, nose and ears are clear of any discharge and don’t smell. Evaluate the coat and skin, is it shiny and clear from sores, crusting, and patches of hair loss. Are they itching or chewing on their skin? Hold the puppy up and look them right in the eye-if they look away this is a sign of a submissive puppy. Next put them on their back you want them to be calm and not wiggle or cry-this is another sign of a calm submissive puppy. The dominant puppies tend to stare you in the eye, growl and not like to be put on their back. It is also important to look at the parents if possible. Get a feel for their personality, make sure their ears, eyes and skin look healthy. Take you time in making your decision.
IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER WHEN YOU BRING YOUR NEW PUPPY HOME

1. WORMS: Puppies usually all have intestinal parasites (worms) and will pass microscopic (you can’t see them without a microscope) eggs in their stool which will contaminate the yard if the stool is not picked up daily. These eggs can reinfect the puppy or spread to other family pets and family members. They are spread thru direct fecal oral contact with feces (stool) or contaminated soil. You can not determine if your pet has worms by looking at the stool. The adult worm does not always pass out in the stool for you to see and some types of worms do not have an adult stage that passes out in the stool. You need to have your veterinarian check the stool to determine if there are worms and if so what type .Round and Hook worms are round like spaghetti and tapeworms are flat short segments. The tape worm segments themselves are not contagious like the round and hook- worms. The dog or cat has to swallow a flea or eat a rodent to become infected with tapeworms. This worm does not consistently shed eggs in the stool so we often must rely on the owner seeing the worms segments on the fur around the pet’s anus or on the stool.

2. VACCINATIONS: Puppies receive a series of vaccinations to protect them from a number of serious diseases. They usually receive a vaccination every 3 to 4 weeks up thru 14 to 16 weeks of age. The exact protocol varies depending on where you live in the country and your veterinarian. It is very important to remember that your puppy is not fully protected until they receive the entire series of puppy vaccination. So you need to keep them at home and not expose them to other dogs or areas where other dogs have been urinating or defecating until the series of vaccinations is completed. Stray dogs can spread a number of viruses in their stool and urine. The virus particles can last for up to a month in the environment. 

3. FLEAS/TICKS: You will also need to look for the presence of fleas and or ticks.  Tick season usually begins in May, while fleas can start in May however they are at their peak in Aug, Sept and Oct. There are a number of good preventative products available (Advantage and Advantix). Read the labels carefully and make sure they are safe for your puppy’s age. Some dog fleas/tick products are very toxic for cats. A flea comb is the best way to look for fleas. If fleas are present you will see flea dirt-which looks like small black pieces of dirt. You can tell it is flea dirt by mixing it in water and noting that it dissolves and streaks red. This is because flea dirt is dyed blood. When the flea bites they draw a blood meal then poop dried blood on the pet. When the flea’s larvae hatch they survive by eating the flea dirt till they mature. Sometimes you will only see flea dirt. The flea is small flat and brown. They move very fast and can jump!!! They can be hard to find so use a flea comb to be sure you don’t miss them. Do not rely on your pet itching and scratching to warn you they have fleas. They will only itch if they are allergic to the flea bites. Some animals can be loaded with fleas and not be itching at all.

4. HEARTWORMS: These are parasites carried by mosquitoes. When a mosquito bites your dog they can inject the immature heartworm larvae under its skin. This larval stage matures for 2 months under the skin then moves into the bloodstream up to the heart and lungs. They can be without symptoms for a longtime and will eventually go into heart failure if left untreated. This is an easy disease to prevent. There are a number of monthly preventatives that kill the immature larvae while it’s still in the skin. Puppies usually start on heartworm prevention during the puppy vaccination series. We recommend you stay on prevention year round and have a blood test every other year. If you go off the prevention for the winter you need to have them blood tested in early spring before going back on the preventative. 
At 5 –6 months of age it will be time to Spay or Neuter. There are a number of health and behavioral benefits to Spaying and Neutering. For females Breast cancer and Pyometra, (infected uterus), are serious problems we see in older patients who have not been spayed. The female’s risk of breast cancer can increase with each heat cycle-if you spay her before her first cycle you can reduce her risk to zero. Males that are not neutered are prone for Prostate /bladder infections and hyperplasia, cysts, perianal tumors and testicular cancer. If any of these problems arise we have to neuter them to prevent recurrence. The problems and complications of surgery are much higher with an older patient. Unneutered males will mark their territory by urinating on objects, which can be a problem in the house, they are also much more likely to roam and get into fights.
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